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the belt. By this means there is no cross-
ing of the lace on either side. There can
be no side play, and the lace will not creep.
When a light belt is called upon to do
little work, it is customary to lace the belt
shoestring fashion, back and forth through
single rows of holes, always beginning the
lacing in the center of the belt. Imperfectly
adjusted belting is a fruitful cause of power
waste, and a poorly laced joint is the prin-
cipal cause of loss of transmitted energy.
If a lace be crossed on the under side the
belt is raised from the pulley every time the
joint comes around, and not only is the
power wasted, but the lace is soon worn
through. Sometimes the lace on the other
side is covered by a piece of belting, scraped
thin and cemented to the joint. In many
eases the ends of the belt are scarfed, the
laps cemented together and the whole
strengthened by rivets.
BELT, the great and the little, the
names of two straits of eastern Denmark,
which connect the Baltic Sea with the Cat-
tegat The Great Belt runs between the
islands of Zealand and Funen and is, on an
average, about fifteen miles wide, but its
greatest breadth is twenty miles. The navi-
gation of this strait is exceedingly danger-
ous, because of the numerous small islands
and sand banks in the channel. The Little
Belt runs between Funen and the coast of
Jutland. In the narrowest place this strait
is about a mile wide. A strong current often
flows through both of these channels.
BELUCHISTAN", beloochestahn'. See
baluchistan.
BELITftA, a kind of whale or dolphin, the
white whale or white fish found in the north-
em seas of both hemispheres. It is from
twelve to eighteen feet in length, and is
pursued for its oil, classed as porpoise oil,
and for its skin. In. swimming, the animal
bends its tail under its body like a lobster
and thrusts itself along with the rapidity of
an. arrow, A variety of sturgeon found in
the Caspian and Black Seas is also called
beluga.
BENARES, bencthfrez, the most sacred
city in the world to the Hindus and the head-
quarters of their religion. It extends for
several miles along the banks of the holy
Ganges River, and is 390 miles northwest
of Calcutta. From the river bank long- stairs
lead to many Hindu temples and mosques,
of which the city has more than 1,500. These
 are visited annually by unnumbered thou-
sands of pilgrims, who believe that if they
die there they gain instant admission into
paradise. Benares carries on a large trade
in the produce of the district, and manufac-
tures silk shawls, embroidered cloth and jew-
elry. Population, 1931, 205,315.
BENEDICT XV (1854^1922), giocomo
bella chiesa, the successor of Pius X as
Pope. It was his fate to be elected to the
Papal office shortly after the outbreak of the
greatest war in history, and because of the
complex international situation created by
the struggle he had some of the most difficult
problems to meet that have ever faced any
Pope. Pope Benedict maintained an im-
partial neutrality throughout the conflict, and
in 1917 made an unsuccessful effort to bring
about peace by addressing an appeal to all
the belligerents. His Holiness was born at
Pegli, Italy, on November 21, 1854, was
ordained priest in 1878, and in 1887 became
secretary to Cardinal Rampolla, then the
Papal secretary of state. In 1907 he became
one of the Advisers to the Holy Office, and
later in the same year was appointed Bishop
of Bologna. On May 30, 1914, he was
created cardinal, and a few months later, on
September 3, was chosen Pope in a conclave
which lasted only four days. This was the
shortest conclave in the history of Papacy,
and no other Pope has been chosen after so
short a service in the office of cardinal.
Pope Benedict came to his high office after
a brief but thorough training. While secre-
tary to Cardinal Rampolla he was intimately
connected with the negotiations between the
Papacy and the European powers, thus
acquiring a knowledge of facts and diplomatic
methods which stood him in good stead in the
delicate situations caused by the World War.
Similarly, the Pope's administration of the
see of Bologna, one of the most important in
Italy, proved invaluable experience for the
administration of the greater office which he
was later called upon to fill. A man of aris-
tocratic birth and training, a noted scholar,
famous for his fearlessness and moral cour-
age, Pope Benedict is certain to occupy a
prominent place in the history of his time.
He died in the Vatican on January 22»
1922, a victim of influenzal pneumonia, aftei
a few days7 illness. On February 6, 1922,
the college of cardinals elected, as his sue
cessor, Cardinal Achille Ratti, who* took the
name Pius XL (See pitjs XL)

